Staging and notation

tree

tree

1. Thereis no Rose (Susan start)
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Half round layout with center stage at middle of angled
rows of chairs. Allow 4 ft aisle at right for access to door.
Five entries as shown. Platforms, tree, and instrumentalists
are fixed for the show; other props move.

NOTE NEW STAIRS TO STAGE. THIS CHANGE IS
NOT COPIED TO OTHER LAYOUTS BELOW.

Fifteen chairs at the right. Then fill the hall with rows of
chairs between the 3 aisles (only 4 rows are shown here).
Forty some chairs in each set will bring the hall total up to
100. Center aide large (two abreast) and straight to back
door (partly for morris dance).

In what follows, cast members are shown with only one
letter each - initia of name. Adults in upper case; children
in lower case. (To handle duplicates, Z = Wendell and | =

Jan)

Blank layouts are to allow for shuffling/expansion

First half program:

0. Instrumnetal
1. Thereis no Rose
2. Cold December
2a. Instrumental
3. Lo how a Rose
4. Quem Pastores
5. Three Kings
6. Band of Children
7. Allon Gay
8. Psdlite
9. Gloria
9a. Instrumental
10. Non Nobis
11. Beau le Crista
12. Ay Luna

Second half program:

13. Happy Jack
14. In Bleak Midwinter
15. Please to see King
16. Flora
17. Glory to Mountain
18. Jinkin the Jester
19. League of Noses
19a. Instrumental
20. O Virtus
21. Boar's Head
21a. Instrumental
22. Robin Hood play
22a. Instrumental
23. Lord of the Dance
24. Masters in Hall
25. Glocester. Wassail
26. Merry Christmas
27. Shalom

Trim and boxes placed before we start. \WWomen enter
from door and go to places DURING THE
BEGINNING INSTRUMENTAL, Wendy and Terre
seated, facing as shown. Sing in place - tableau style.



2. Cold December (Susan start)  2a. Instrumental
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3. Lo, how aRose (Wendell start)
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4. Quem Pastores (Emily start)
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WENDY AND TERRE STAND AND SHIFT BOXES
FURTHER APART AND THEN SIT AGAIN, BEFORE
STARTING. For the first verse in Catalan, the women hold
the positions above as for 'There is no Rose'.

When the men start singing the second verse, they enter
FROM THE AISLE AS SHOWN and move to the positions
shown, each paired with awoman. Terre stands, Wendy stays
seated.

Each man comes in carrying a rose which he gives to the
women. Some flirting - not completely rigid singing.

During instrumental, clear boxes AND MOVE TO 'LO HOW
A ROSE' POSITIONS. Women huddle around tree and start
trimming.

These blocking directions overlap with instrumental 2a. somehow:

Tenors step to position as they start the first verse. At the same
time, sopranos (Susan, Terre ?) move the boxes to near the stage.

When altos start their verse, they prominently carry roses to the
tree and decorate it with them.

When basses start their verse, they cluster around the tenors BUT
NOT IN A LINE. (maybe observe tree decorating?)

When sopranos start their verse, they also carry roses to the tree
and decorate it. For the rest of the canon, women continue to
decorate tree from trim basket.

During 'Es st ein Rose', more choral-like singing - no more
decorating?

Kate and Emily enter from door and sit on boxes placed by
Terre and Jim.

Trim basket is moved out of the way (behind tree - Wendy?).
During the first verse by just Kate and Emily, women stay fairly
near the tree and men near the instrumentalists.

On the second verse, al cluster around Kate and Emily in the
postions shown; aware of sight lines to side seats. NOTE THE
SHUFFLING OF POSITION TO GET DAN IN A CENTRAL
LOCATION BEHIND KATE AND EMILY.
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5. How Lovely Shines/ Three Kings (Dan start)
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6. The Band of Children (Emily start)
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Boxes moved to back BY KATE AND EMILY BEHIND
DAN AS DAN STEPS FORWARD BETWEEN THEM.
Kate and Emily THEN HEAD OUT THE DOOR.

Dan at downstage center. Adults form shallow V out both
sides with Dan on point. (No, not the ballet shoes!)

Dan can move expressively as he feels, al other adults be still
and sing quietly.

Kids COME ON STAGE FROM THE DOOR AROUND THE
BACK OF THE SHALLOW V. THEY THEN COME
FORWARD, AND TAPPING ELBOWS AS NECESSARY,
FLANK DAN AND COME AROUND HIM INTO THE
POSITIONS SHOWN.

Adults drift over towards tree and continue decorating quietly
while kids sing.



7. Allon, Gay Bergeres (Wendell start)
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8. Psdlite (Wendell start)
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Adults come down thru middle of kids along fat arrow,
bringing decorations given to the kids. Kids scatter along
skinny arrows and end up back at the tree decorating it.

1st Allon Gay - hit spots shown; then pick 3 audience
members (in the same spot) and sing to them

2nd AG - pick adifferent 3 elsewhere and sing to them
3rd AG - pick 3 more

4th AG - pick 3 more (assuming sufficient audience :-)
"ho ho" - huddlein atight U and sing to each other

final AG - burst back out facing audience

Kids stay around tree.

On the starting 'Psallite’, Mike and Wendell head out the aisles.
Others follow, but out other aisles.

On 1st 'ein kleing, al face back toward center singing quietly
and still.

On 2nd 'Psallite’, al head back up aisles toward center.
BOXES ARE BROUGHT DOWNSTAGE TO POSITIONS
SHOWN, AND TERRE AND ANNE STEP UP ONTO THEM
AT THIS POINT.

On 2nd 'ein kleine, all huddle around Terre and Anne on boxes
and sing quietly.

On fina 'Psallite, head roughly to positions shown and sing to
audience.



9. Gloria (Susan start)  9a. Instrumental

Before singing, Terre and Anne step down off boxes (assisted).

Men fade back as women sing the intro from the previous Psallite

tree e positions. Then during short men's interlude (two 'Gloria deo's),
a 5 Terre's box gets moved forward nearer to Anne's, Anne and Terre
l I l sit on Anne's previous box, Liz sits on the other box, and Susan
'8 N I I I and Wendy stand behind Liz.
V)
> < I I I When the main part starts, al should be in positions shown which
== are maintained til the end. Maybe a bit of engaging motion, but
no' tolling' to the music.
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10. Non Nobis Domine (Emily start)

Instrumentalists

Before start (instrumental?), kids leave tree (finally!) and come

tree around adults to take over the boxes. Kate and Darius sit on
one box, and Emily and Sarah sit on the other box, as shown.
o
)
I I | Meanwhile, men separate (by parts) and alow women to fill the
N A\ 9 I I I gap (also by parts). Not so near kids to create sightline
o » I I I problems. And not all in aline, neither straight nor curved.
= A\ < | |1 Sing from the fixed position with little additional motion.
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11. Beau Le Cristal (Wendell start)

Instrumentalists

Kids carry boxes to stage area, then exit through door.

tree D D
Adults open up to let kids through as part of broadening into a
> © I I l wide arch, still in parts (T - S - A - B), and still not in a line.
N N > © l I | Sing mostly in place with expression and audience contact.
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12. Ay Luna (Emily start) then Intermission

Instrumentalists
)

tree ¢ 9 Lisaand Emily enter from door and take positions shown. At
————P the sametime, adults split up and move out aisles to sides and
I I l back as shown by arrows.
P
\’:4\\“«\ I I I ADULTS PICK A POSITION SPREAD OUT ALONG THEIR
% RESPECTIVE AISLES, AND HOLD IT FOR THE
e I I I DURATION, SINGING TO THE AUDIENCE AND BACK TO
= l I I EMILY. DURING THE LAST CHORUS, ALL MOVE TO
l l I JUST INSIDE THE EXITS.
/ | I At end, lights out, house lights up for intermission.
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Ron enters in dark with hurdy gurdy after house lights out to

tree @ O@OO start the second half; sits on pre-placed box. Sword dancers
also enter to shown positions - small circles.
TN |11
// \ Hurdy gurdy drone starts in the dark. As soon as stage lights
N / \\ I I I go up (maybe not fully bright?), dance tune starts. Dancers
{ I I I proceed aong arrow to dotted circle for most of the dance,
== / then exit a th to door. Ron get d foll
\ ) I I I en exit along other arrow to door. Ron gets up and follows
\ after tune is done.
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14. In the Bleak Midwinter (Susan start)

Instrumentalists
All start at backs of aisles (back end of arrows; Mike and
@ Wendell a door). Note difs from end of 1st haf.
tree '
1 First verse sopranos sing from back of main aise.
I I | Second verse al precess while singing to front end of repsective
><] | || ases
I I I Third verse tenors sing while al remain in place.
==
Q@ : : : Fourth verse all move to tight tableau position near tree TBD.
O O A l I All singing should be lighter and livelier than we are used to.
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15. Please to see the King (Emily start)

Kids enter from the door carrying flowers and take the positions
shown. Sing from there.
tree
Adults hold tight tableau near tree throughouit.
I I l TABLEAU TBD!
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16. Flora Gave me Fairest Flowers (Wendell start)

| ali
When dtart, tight tableau loosens somewhat into arc but still near
. tree. Darius and Sarah sit in positions shown. Kate and Emily
tree pass out flowers to the adults.
N > When starting the second section ' smiling meadows ...", Kate and
I I l Emily quit passing out and sit in the positions shown. The adults
I I I also move into the positions shown (like in Allon Gay) to sing the
19 XY rest of the song.
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17. Glory to the Mountain (Kate start)

D D Kate stands and leads the formation of a counterclockwise
tree circle of both kids and adults, circling around the whole
group of adults. When everyone isin the circle, Kate steps
> ..C < I I l further out and reverses direction to go clockwise. DONT
N : I I I FOLLOW HER &t this point.
N N} ' . © I I I Kate marches clockwise around the outside selecting people
== : 1 RS on 'one, two, three follow me', who then follow her
q\\" K | I | clockwise. BUT Kate doesn't select Wendell who staysin the
R R l l I center (with hidden juggling balls). When all but Wendell
" PRI have been selected, go to final verse 'All bow to the
3y o ~ I I mountain’ and bow inward.
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18. Jinkin the Jester (Wendell start)
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19. League of Good Noses (Jim start) 19a Instrumental
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Unison verse of 'Jinkin' is done from final positions of 'Glory
to the Mountain' - in any order around the circle. During
unison verse, Wendell starts to juggle and heads out center
aide and continues wandering aises until the end of the
rounds. Meanwhile, Kate the jester heads out a different aisle
eventually meeting and harassing Wendell.

When the round starts, each group moves to the position shown
when they start to sing (others back away to make room).
Groups are: 1. Dan, Terre; 2. Jim, Susan; 3. Mike, Wendy; 4.
Chuck, Liz; 5. Wendell, Anne, Kate, Darius, Sarah, Emily.
Sing two rounds through and then hook until the end. Wendell
and Kate should be back from wandering the aidles before the
high dropped ball at the very end. Kate waits til the last
moment and then catches the high dropped ball - and gives a
smirk to audience.

Liz places audience member (Mr. X) on the box at center stage
while women and kids head for tree. All men at first face
instrumentalists (and get noses; Wendell aso gets staff). Jm
puts nose on first, turns to audience and starts. At first chorus,
all other men also turn to face audience but without their noses.
At end of chorus, Dan has put his nose on and starts his verse;
others (Wendell, Mike, Chuck) turn back to face the stage. In
general, after a chorus, anyone with a'nose' stays facing the
audience, and anyone who doesn't yet turns back to face the
stage. Etc until all men have noses for the final chorus.

While singing, both verses and chorus, anyone facing the
audience should also be hamming it up in other ways including
harassing Mr. X, playing with other ‘validated noses, and moving
up and down the aisles. Positions shown are typical but fleeting
for the finae.

At the end, Liz leads the audience member back to his seat.



20. O Virtus Sapientiae (Susan start)
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21. Boar'sHead (Jim start) 2la. Instrumental

Instrumentalists
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During instrumental, Dan, Susan, Wendell, and Anne place music
stand and take positions behind it as shown. Jim and Mike head
out to the back of the audience to get the Boar's Head ready. All
others move (arrow) from near the tree spreading down the far
aide into listening position.

Singing from fixed position shown.

Jim starts singing at back of center aisle while Jim and Mike carry
the Boar's Head up the aide. Meanwhile, Anne/Susan get rid of
music stand while Dan/Wendell place boxes as shown. Jim and
Mike deposit BH astride the boxes.

Thereafter during the song, all carouse about upstage of the sight
lines to the BH shown, except for Dan and Chuck during their
verses who can go anywhere. All engage the audience.

Descant on second half of third and final chorus.

When song is done, Boar's Head is carried through right hand door;
boxes are moved to stage (one box in the center for Ron during
dance). All follow the BH in gastronomic rapture thru the right side
door (keep going, down stairs and such, to make room for those
behind you) and prepare to enter for Robin Hood play. When you
are ready, try to stay out of the way of those who are not yet. AND
BE QUIET during the instrumental.



22. Robin Hood play  22a Instrumental
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23. Lord of the Dance (Jim start)

Instrumentalists

RZ G (LCW)

Sherwood Forest
T (kedyg)

Greenman (Terre) comes on setting stage with the forest (held twigs
by k ed s), brook (placed by D S), and bridge (placed by J), then
stays put in position shown. All can wander to starting positions as
Terre sets the stage. SHERWOOD FOREST, BE SURE TO
LEAVE OPEN AISLE BEHIND AT ALL TIMES FOR PLAYERS
TO MOVE AND HIDE. (WENDELL WILL PLACE BOX FOR
RON TO USE DURING DANCE.) L C W participation optional.

Most action is between Robin (Anne) and Little John (Jim) in
shown positions, on bridge, and in brook in front of bridge. Maid
Marian (Ron) joins action near brook. Kate throws a bucket of
water (blue scraps) on Robin when she fallsin.

At dance time, Ron picks up hurdy gurdy from near instrumentalists
and sits on pre-placed box shown. Dance is roughly in giant
asterisk position led by Will (Wendell) with Z G from Robin's side
followed by | B over bridge from Little John's side. IMPORTANT
Assoon as | B are over bridge, D S bundle brook onto bridge and
scoot them under the platform WITHOUT the tree on it.

When done, probably brook/bridge can be left where it is, but
otherwise those who brought props on take the same props off.
Clean up scattered blue scraps, Sherwood Forest tree scraps, €tc..

Instrumental is used for costume changes from the play. Jm
enters from the door alone singing his first solo verse. On the
chorus, Dan leads others on into two solid dashed parallel lines as
shown; shorter singers take the front ling; men all to Jim's side.
Kids come from door to make third line as shown - same
male/female split. Ben the Tree follows solid arrow path shown
starting from the back of the main aisle.

1st verse & chorus - Ben getsto B1 and holds position
2nd verse and chorus - Ben gets to B2 and holds position

3rd verse and chorus - singers open up to expose Ben along
intermittent dotted lines; male/female split; Ben holds position B2

4th verse - men kneel toward women; then stand and sing on 'But..
4th chorus - Ben moves to position B3

5th verse - singers close back to solid dashed line position
5th chorus - Ben moves back out the main aisle

24. Mastersin this Hall / Female Saylor English country dance (instruments start)
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To give prep time and get into the swing of things, we use a
starting phrase of music (only the last B of AABB) to take the
starting positions shown. Kids head out the door, Lord of
Dance tree exits, and Barbara comes on to join the dance. After
the starting phrase, music continues without skipping a beat, and
al join in dancing.

Try to remember to hold a well spread position on stage. In
particular, at the end of each round, twos must move up as ones
are casting down. In other words, the foursome is NOT
CHANGING OVERALL POSITION on the stage; ones and
twos are just changing places (before pairing up with different
ones and twos).

Musicians will play five full rounds and then quit. Try to take
note of the stop, and 'bow out'.

During the dance, Wendy fetches the basket with wassail bowls.



25. Gloucestershire Wassail (Wendell start)
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26. We Wish you a Merry Christmas (Emily start)
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No one has an assigned position so none are shown.
During verse #:

1. stay on stage and get wassail bowl from Wendy

2. split off into al four aisles mixing up al the parts
3. sopranos convene center stage and sing

4. altos convene center stage and sing; sopranos leave
5. tenors convene center stage and sing; altos leave

6. basses convene center stage and sing; tenors leave

7. basses |eave; sopranos, altos, tenors, basses to center stage when
start singing

8. al sing on stage as Anne invites in the rabble

where leave means split up the part and take different aides from
before.



27. Shalom/Peace Song sing dong ?7??
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